
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                        NOVEMBER 20, 2016 
  
CHRIST  THE  KING / REIGN  OF  CHRIST 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship 
 Hymn – 150 

Opening Prayer 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, I was taught that the most important thing in 
the practice of my religion is how I act.  I have learned that 
more important than how I act is whether or not I listen, 
especially whether or not I listen to you and listen before I act.  
I was taught that if I listen to you I will hear ideals that I will be 
encouraged to strive after.  I have learned that when I listen to 
you there is disclosed to me what is actual about myself, “real” 
in the sense of currently true about me: I realize when I am 
acting habitually, which means acting unconsciously and with 
little awareness of what motivates me; I realize when my 
actions are self-referencing and self-serving, which can make 
them like toxins that corrode the environment in which they 
take place; I realize when I do what makes me feel good and do 
not do what makes me feel uncomfortable.  Were I to pay 
attention to the disclosing which you bring me, I believe I 
would act with increased awareness and therefore more 
slowly, intentionally, effectively and helpfully. 

 
 Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 

Assurance of Pardon 
 
 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Luke 23:33-43 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 154 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Lord’s Supper 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
      
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY      10:00  Worship 
         11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
         11:30  Lunch 
MONDAY   1:30  Centering Prayer, at church 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle A for November 27, 2016 
Isaiah 2:1-5; Psalm 122; Romans 13:11-14; Matthew 24:36-44 

 
F.Y.I. 
 The Presbyterian Women will meet on Monday, November 
28th, at the church, at 1:30pm.  The lesson is #3. Pam Novelly is 
the Leader.  Mary Hanna is the hostess. 
 NOTE: our Christmas Eve service will take place on the 
preceding evening: Friday, December 23rd. 
 Next Sunday is the First Sunday in the Season of Advent.  If you 
are doing your seasonal baking this year, can you make enough to 
share with the congregation at coffee time during Advent and 
Christmas, and on Christmas-Eve Eve.  There is a sign-up.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Jenny Goldgur. 
 
Faith Presbyterian Church, 190 Arlen Dr., Rohnert Park CA 94928 
Church Office: 707-795-6620 
Our web site is <www.faithpresbyterianrp.org> 
Elders:  Marolyn Bode, Jim Plein, Karen Kessel. 
Deacons: Richard Egan, Mary Jane Beccaria, Wanjiru Muthamia. 
Clerk of Session: Marolyn Bode: [H] 707-585-8350. 
Pastor: Jim Robie: [C] 707-291-8489; jimrobie2@gmail.com 

 
 
 

 
 
 

This symbol is known as a “Triquetra.” 
It is a symbol for the Trinity. 
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Christ the King / Reign of Christ  [Luke 23:33-43] 
 Today is the last Sunday in the cycle of the Liturgical Year and is known 
as “Christ the King” or “Reign of Christ.” It is the last Sunday in Ordinary 
Time following Pentecost, and the Sunday before the First Sunday in 
Advent, which is when the cycle of the Liturgical Year begins again.  In its 
entirety, the Liturgical Year describes a journey which God orchestrates, 
one which involves our being taken on a descent into our own interior in 
order to discover and/or recover something about us [a feeling, a 
memory, an insight, an understanding, etc.] which will allow us to inhabit 
our own life more fully and respond more intelligently and effectively to 
whatever we are facing. On this day, we remember that God is at the 
helm on this journey, that we can rely on God to get us through it, and 
that we can rest in God when the journey is difficult or is even beyond us. 
 The text for today comes from the passion narrative in Luke and 
reports a conversation between Jesus and a criminal at the crucifixion. I 
believe the text was chosen as a reading for today for the simple reason 
that it introduces the concept of “kingship.” We are going to move in that 
same direction by considering the subject of “kingship,” and not look at 
the text as part of the passion story. 

What we are going to do is seek an understanding of the meaning of 
the phrase “Christ is king.” The Greek word translated as “king” is a word 
meaning “sovereign,” a word which means “one that possesses or 
exercises supreme/ultimate power or authority.” It is important to know 
that the phrase “Christ is king” is a statement of faith that expresses a 
conviction, the conviction that what the title “Christ” refers to “possesses 
and exercises supreme/ultimate power and authority.” So, the question 
is: What is the title “Christ” referring to? There are several components 
to an answer. 

1) In answering this question, I find the Church has not always been 
so helpful. We have all been taught to talk about God as though God were 
a being. It would be more helpful to think of God as an activity, an action 
that encounters us, and whose encounter with us is something we 
experience. Any language about God must be language about our 
experience of God, otherwise we will not know what our words refer to. 
For example, we say “God is love” as though we are describing God, but 
what we are actually saying is that we feel loved as a consequence of 
God’s interaction with us. Using language as we do confuses us, because 
it helps us forget that when it comes to God we are always describing an 
experience we are having. The reason this is important is in the following 
paragraph. 

2) “Christ” is the Greek word corresponding to the Hebrew word 
“Messiah.” The early church changed the meaning of the word when it 
took it over from Judaism. It was not until the Fourth Century that the 
church came to an agreement about what the word “Christ” referred to, 
something that was achieved by the adoption of the doctrine of the 
Trinity. The Trinity states that there is one God who interacts with us to 
bring about “redemption” and “salvation.” Redemption is concerned with 
recovering the awareness of different components of our personality that 
are not now in our awareness. Salvation is concerned with this recovered 
material being used to expand our self-understanding and self-
experience, thereby helping us inhabit the life we actually have and not 
wear out by trying to be someone we are not but think we should be. 
What the Trinity states is that this one activity which God is can be viewed, 
or organized, or understood in three different ways. Commonly, people 
approach the Trinity as though it were stating there are three Gods, three 
beings, each doing a particular thing, which the Trinity does not state. The 
Trinity states there are three different ways of organizing, viewing and 
thinking about the one thing God is doing. Each way of viewing God 
focuses our attention on particular components of the activity which God 
is, and all three ways of viewing God together give us a complete picture 
of the way God interacts with us. “Christ” refers to the second way of 
viewing this activity which God is [what is historically described as the 
“Second Person of the Trinity” or “God as Son”]. When we view God 
through the lens of “Son” or the “Second Person of the Trinity” we focus 
on the activity of disclosing us to ourselves by bringing to our awareness 
components of our personality that we either did not know or no longer 
remember. “Christ” refers to this way of focusing on God’s interaction 
with us and paying particular attention to what we are shown about 
ourselves. When we talk about Christ we are talking about a perspective 
which we have about what is important to attend to. We are not talking 
directly about God, but about a way of focusing on what God is doing with 
us. However, we tend not to use the word “Christ” in this way. We have 
learned to talk about Christ as though Christ is a being, rather than an 
aspect or way of organizing and viewing the activity which God is. We say 
“Jesus Christ” like it is a proper name. What we should say is “Jesus the 
Christ,” indicating that Jesus was a man in whom the perspective called 
“Christ” operated. That is, Jesus viewed God as doing this work of making 
himself [Jesus] aware of things about himself, who looked for this 
information, and who attended to this information and used it in the way 
he went about living his life. 



The first way of viewing what God does allows us to focus on how God 
supports this recovery [what is historically described as “The First Person 
of the Trinity” or “God as Father”], and the third way of viewing what God 
does allows us to focus on how God uses what has been recovered to 
help us have a full life [what is historically described as “The Third Person 
of the Trinity” or “God as Holy Spirit”]. 
 3) When we profess our faith that “Christ is king,” we are giving voice 
to the conviction that this activity of expanding our awareness by 
“disclosing us to ourselves” is “sovereign.” That is, this activity “possesses 
and exercises supreme/ultimate power and authority” over the creation 
and shaping of what we believe is real; first inwardly, and as a result of 
these inward changes, also outwardly. Because this activity operates in 
us, our experience of the internal and external worlds constantly 
changes; our understanding of the internal and external worlds becomes 
more highly differentiated; and, our discernment of what is inside us and 
around us becomes more elaborate and complex. As a result, we live 
deeper, richer, fuller lives, and have more choices about how we live. 
 Of the three aspects of God on which we can focus, Christians believe 
that the second is the most important. That is why we are called “Christ-
ians.” Jesus is an example of how our human life might look as we look at 
the activity which God is through the lens of the second aspect of God, 
and then pay attention to what is disclosed to us about ourselves and the 
world outside us. We might not necessarily imitate the specifics of Jesus’ 
life, but rather we would pay attention, as he did, to the disclosing 
brought to us about what is happening inside us and around us as we are 
involved with what life brings us. The disclosing which comes to us 
teaches us about our own interior life, particularly its prejudices, biases, 
preconceptions, partialities, wounds and sensitivities—the things that 
distort our perception. For example: we might learn we tend to act 
habitually, which means we tend to act unconsciously and with little 
awareness of what motivates us; we might learn that our actions are 
often self-referencing and self-serving, which can make them like toxins 
that corrode the environment in which they take place; we might learn 
that we tend to do what makes us feel good and to not do anything that 
makes us uncomfortable.  The disclosing which comes to us when we look 
at God from the point of view called “Christ” allows us to take these into 
account and be more honest and less toxic in the way we relate to 
ourselves and others. The disclosing which comes to us when we look at 
God from the point of view called “Christ” does not give us ideals to strive 
to meet; it connects us to what is actual about ourselves, “real” in the 
sense of currently in existence. Such disclosing makes us more open to 

the reality of our own life and other’s lives, and we become able to feel 
our way into the best and most humane way to interact. Living in this way 
is how we demonstrate the meaning of “Christ is king.” 

[Jim Robie, 11-18-16, Christ the King/Reign of Christ in Cycle C, Luke 23:33-43] 
 

 
 


